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This ceremony being finished, a 
vacant house was prepared for our re- 
ception, into which we were ushered 
through the crowd of spectators which 
thronged every avenue. 

The troops were then disbanded. 
In the meantime we were kept under 
asmall guard, and were treated with 
some degree of humanity, while bun- 
dreds flecked to see us day after a 
We spent most of our time in preach- 
ing and conversation, explanatory of 
our doctrines and practice. Much pre- 
judice was removed, and the feelings 
ok the populace to be in our 
favor, notwithstanding their former 
wickedness and hatred. In a day or 
two we were at liberty to walk the 
streets without a guard. We were 
finally removed from our house of con- 
finement to a hotel, where we boarded 
at the public table, and lodged on the 
, with a block of wood for a pillow. 
We no longer had auy guard; we 
went out and came in when we pleased 
—a certain keeper being appointed 
merely to watch over us, look to 
our wants. 3 
With him we walked out of town to 


the westward, and visited the desolate 
lands of the Saints, and the 
which, seven years before, we had 
dedicated for the building of a Temple. 
This was a beautiful rise of ground, 
about half a mile west of Independ- 
ence centre. When we saw it last it 
was a noble forest, but cur enemies 
had since robbed it of every vestige of 
timber, and it now lay desolate, or 
clothed with grass and weeds. 

O, how many feelings did this spot. 
awaken in our ms! Here we had: 
often bowed the knee in prayer, in: 
bygone years. Here we had assembled, 
with hundreds of happy Saints in the 
solemn meeting, and offered our songs, 
and sacraments, and orisons, But 
now all was solemn and lonely desola- 
tion. Not a vestige remained to mark 
the spot where stood our former dwel- 
lings. They had long since been oon- 
sumed by fire, or removed. and con- 
verted to the uses of our enemies. 

While at Independence, we were: 
ence or twice invited to dine with Gen. 
Wilson and soméothers, which we did. 

While thus sojourning as prisoners. 


* large, I arose one morning when, it 


‘ 
Monday, July 1876. 
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— 


418 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


was very snowy, and passed silently 
and unmolested out of the hotel, and 
as no one seemed to notice me, or call 
me in question, I thought I would try 
an experiment. I passed on eastward 
through the town ; no one noticed me. 
I then took into the fields, still un- 
observed. After traveling a mile I 
entered a forest; all was gloomy 
silence, none were near, the heavens 
were darkened and obscured by fallin 
snow, my track was covered behin 
me, and I was free. I knew the way 
to the States eastward very well, and 
there seemed nothing to prevent my 

ursuing my way thither ; thoughts of 
reedom beat high in my bosom ; wife, 
children, home, freedom, peace, and a 
land of law and order, all arose in my 
mind; I could go to other States, 
send for my family, make me a home, 
and be happy. 

On the other hand, I was a prisoner 
in a State where all law was at an end. 
I was liable to be shot down at any 
time without judge or jury. I was 
liable to be tried for my life by mur- 
derous assassins, who had already 
broken every oath of office, and tram- 
pled on every principle of honor or 
even humanity. Hands already drip- 
ping with the blood of aged sires, and 
of helpless women and children, were 
reaching out for my destruction. The 
battle of Crooked River had already 
been construed into murder on the part 
of the brave patriets who there de- 
fended their lives and rescued their 
fellow citizens from kidnappers and 
land pirates, while the pirates them- 
selves had been eonverted into loyal 
militia. 

To go forward was freedom, to go 
backward was to be sent to General 
Clark, and be accused of the highest 
crimes, with murderers for judge, jury, 
and executioners. 

„Go free!“ whispered the tempter. 

„No!“ said I, never, while 
Joseph and his fellows are in the 
power of the enemy. What a storm 
ok trouble, or even of death, it might 
subject them to.“ 

I turned on my heel, retraced my 
steps, and entered the hotel ere they 
had missed me. As I shook the snow 
eff my clothes, the keeper and also 
brother Joseph inquired where I had 
been. I — just out for a little 


exercise. A walk for pleasure in such 
a storm gave rise to some pleasantries 
on their part, and there the matter 
ended. 


There was one thing which buoyed 
up our spirits continually during our 
captivity : it was the remembrance of 
the word of the Lord to brother Joseph, 
saying, that our lives should all be 
given us during this captivity, and not 
one of them should be lost. I thoaght 
of this while in the wilde vacil- 
lating whether to go or stay, and the 
thought struck me: He that will seek 
to save his life shall lose it; but he that 
ull lose his life for my sake shall find it 
again, even life eternal.” I could now 
make sure of my part in the first 
resurrection, as I had so intensely 
desired when about eleven years old. 
But O, the path of life! ow was it 
beset with trials ! 


At length, after repeated demands, 
we were sent to General Clark, at 
Richmond, Ray County. Generals 
Lucas and Wilson had tried in vain for 
some days to get a guard to accompany 
ns. None would volunteer, and when 
drafted they would not obey orders; 
for, in truth, they wished us to go at 
liberty. At last a colonel and two or 
three officers started with us, with 
their swords and pistols, which were 
intended more to protect us than to 
keep us from escaping. On this jour- 
ney some of us rode in carriages and 
some on horseback. Sometimes we 
were sixty or eighty rods in front or 
rear of our guards, who were drinki 
hard out of bottles which they — 
in their pockets. 


At night, having crossed the Mis- 
souri River, we put up at a private 
house. Here our guards all got drunk, 
and went to bed and to sleep, leaving 
us their pistols to defend ourselves in 
case of any attack from without, as we 
were in a very hostile neighborhood. 
Next morning we rode a few miles, 
and were met by an express from 
General Clark, which consisted of one 
Colonel Sterling Price and a guard of 
soldiers. This company immediately 
surrounded us with poised pieces, in 
regular military order, as if we had 
been Buonaparte and staff on the way 
to St. Helena; thinking, perhaps, 
that if we should escape, the whole 
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United States and all Europe would 
be immediately overthrown ! 

In this manner we were escorted to 
Richmond, the head quarters of Gen. 
Clark and his army of three or four 
thousand men. Here, as usual, we 
had to endure the gaze of the curious, 
as if we had been a caravan of animals 
for exhibition? Troops were paraded 
to receive us, which, as we approached, 
opened to the right and left, thus 
forming a long avenue, through which 
we passed into a block house, and were 
immediately put in chains, under a 
strong guard, who stood over us con- 
tinnally with poised pieces, cocked and 
primed, Colonel Price continued in 
the superintendence of the prisoners 
and the guards. 

General Clark at length called to 
see us. He seemed more haughty, 
unfeeling, and reserved than even 
Lucas or Wilson had been when we 
first entered theircamp. We inquired 
of the general what were his intentions 
concerning us. I stated to him that 
we had now been captives for many 
days, and we knew not wherefore, nor 
whether we were considered prisoners 
of war or prisoners of civil process, or 
pri of hope.” At the same time 
remarking, that all was wrapt in mys- 
tery; for, as citizens of the United 
States and of Missouri, in time of 
peace, we could in nowise be considered 
as prisoners of war; and, without 
‘civil process, we were not holden by 
civil authority; and as to being pri- 
soners of hope,” there was not much 
chance to hope, from our present ap- 
pearances ! 
amar that we were taken to be 


**Tried ? By what authority?” 

By court martial.” 

„What! Ministers of the Gospel 
tried by court martial! Men who 
sustain no office in military affairs, and 
who are not subject by law to military 
duty; such men to be tried by court 
martial! And this in time of peace, 
and in a republic where the Constitu- 
tion guaranteed to every citizen the 
right of trial by jury ?” 

Tes. This is in accordance with 
the treaty of stipulations entered into 
at — — at * ot x — 
render, and as agr to onel 
Hinkle, your commanding oog. 


| 
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Colonel Hinkle, our commanding 
officer? What had he to do with our 
civil rights? He was only a colonel of 
a regiment of the Caldwell County 
Militia.” 

„Why! was he not the commanding 
officer of the fortress of Far West, the 
eyo — of the Mormon forces ?” 

** We had no ‘ fortress’ or ‘ Mormon 
forces,’ but were part of the State 
militia.” 

At this the general seemed surprised, 
and the conversation ended. 

We were astonished above measure 
at proceedings so utterly ignorant and 
devoid of all law or justice. Here was 
a Major-General, — by the Gov- 
ernor of Missouri, and sent to banish 
or exterminate a religious society. 
And then, to crown the whole with 
inconceivable absurdity, said religious 
society is converted by this officer and 
his associates into an independent 
government, or foreign nation. And 
last, and equally absurd, the State of 
Missouri assumed ber independence of 
the Federal Government so far as to 
treat with this imaginary ‘‘ Mormon 
Empire,” or foreign nation. A colonel 
of militia, subordinate to the general 
then in the field, is converted into a 
foreign minister, an envoy extraordi- 
nary, in behalf of the ‘‘ Mormon Em- 
pire,” to enter into treaty stipulations 
with his Missouri majesty’s forces, 
under Generals Lucas, Wilson, and 
Clark ! 

The City of Far West, the capital of 
** Mormonia,” is the Ghent,” where 
this treaty of peace is ratified. The 
standing army of the conquered na- 
tion stack their arms, which are carried 
in triumph to Richmond. Preachers 
of the Gospel are converted into 
„noble“ or royal prisoners,” chained 
to the car of the victorious champions, 
to be led captive as sport for the 
Philistines, or to be shot or hung at 

leasure, while the residue of the in- 

bitants of the fallen empire—men, 
women, and-children—are to have 
their real estate and all other goods 
confiscated, and themselves banished 
the State on pain of death. A few, 
however, are selected from among 
these exiles, to be imprisoned or exe- 
cuted at the mere dictation of a Nero 
or a Nicholas. 

Was this in America, in the nine- 
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teenth century? Were these scenes 
transacted in a constitutional republic ? 
Yes, verily, and worse—a tale of 
horror, of woe, of long years of lawless 
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oufrage and tyranny is yet to be told, 
of which this is a mere stepping stone 
or entering wedge. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


COL. MILLER AND THE 


BOOK OF MORMON. 


— () ——_ 


Col. Lorin. Miller, father of the 
clever editor ef the Omaha Herald, 
has favored the public through the 
columns of his son’s live paper, with 
sketches of New York history, under 
the heading of ‘‘Seventy years ago 
and now.” His latest article, No. 25 
of the series, is devoted to a brief 
review of the rise of ‘‘ Mormonism,” 
and an epitome of history from the 
Book of Mormon. 

In speaking of the testimony of the 
‘three witnesses” to that book, Col. 
Miller says: 


The book was printed in 1830, and was 
witnessed by Oliver Cowdery, David Whit- 
mer, and Martin Harris, the three having 

e believers in these supernatural re- 
velations, and are called by Mormons the 
three witnesses.” A few years afterward 
they became apostates, and declared they 

lied as the witnesses aforesaid, and that 
the whole thing was a fraud; others said 
hard things of Smith and of his revelations.” 


We do not think that the mis- 
statement contained in the last sen- 
tence was made intentionally. But it is 
so grossly untrue, that we cannot allow 
it to pass without contradiction. 

Neither Oliver Cowdery, David 
Whitmer, nor Martin Harris ever ‘‘de- 
clared that they had lied,” or that 
„the whole thing was a fraud,” or 
retracted in any shape or form their 
first testimony. Here it is, as pub- 
lished as: preface to the Book of Mor- 
mon : 


Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people unto whom this work 
shall come, that we, through the grace of 
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
have seen the plates which contain this 
record, which is a record of the peeple of 
Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their 
brethren, and also of the people of Jared, 
who came from the tower of which hath 
been spoken ; and we also know that they 
have been translated by the gift and power 
ef God, for His voice hath declared it unto 
us; wherefore we know of a surety that the 
— And we also a that we 

ve seen the e vings which are upon 
the plates ; and — have been shewn unte 


us — of God, and not of man. 
And we declare with words of soberness, 
that an angel of God came down from hea- 
ven, and he brought and laid before our 
eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, 
and the engravings thereon ; and we know 
that it is by the grace of God the Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld 
and bear record that these things are true ; 
and it is marvelous in our eyes, nevertheless 
the voice of the Lord commanded us that 
we should bear record of it ; wherefore, to 
be obedient unto the commandments of 
God, we bear testimony of these things. 
And we know that if we are faithful in 
Christ, we shall rid our garments of the 
blood of all men, and be found spotless be- 


fore the ju ent seat of Christ, and shall 
dwell with Him eternally in the heavens. 
And the bonor be to the Father, and to the 


Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one 
God. Amen. 


— 
** DavVID HITMER, 
** Martin Harris. 


It is true that each of these witnesses. 
was excommunicated from the Church, 
that sprang into existence as a conse- 
quence of the book to the truth of 
which they testified. But neither of 
them ever denied his testimony. On 
the contrary, they all united in main- 
taining it under every circumstance. 

Oliver Cowdery returned to the 
Church before his death, and publicly 

roclaimed his unchanging faith in 
its doctrines, and solemnly repeated. 
his original statement, which he re- 
iterated till his latest breath. 

Martin Harris, after years of se 
tion from the Church, came to Utah 


and died recently in this Territory, 


having declared in public and private, 
before God and man, that his testi- 
mony was true. 

David Whitmer still lives, and 
though he has not returned to the 
Church, like the other witnesses he 
affirms the truth of his first testimony, 
and has never cast the shadow of a 
doubt upon it. | 

The excommunication of these three 
witnesses is adduced by many persons 


— 
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as evidence of fraud in the origin of 
„Mormonism.“ But we consider this 
a strong point in its favor. If Joseph 
Smith and bis associates were im- 
postors, they would not have dared to 
expel from the Church his three most 
important confederates. The fact that 
he would not cover up their infraction 
ef the laws of the Charch, is evidence 
that he had nothing to fear from their 
defection. Seeing angels, hearing the 
voice of God, or receiving any divine 
manifestation, does not make men 
righteous, or prevent them from doing 


wrong. These men gave their testi- 
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mony to the world, and maintained its 
truth, even when expelled from the 
Charch which they helped to establish, 
but the rules of which they violated. 
And holding to that testimony under 
all circumstances, their words are en- 
titled to consideration, and their steady 
persistence, while it elicits admiration, 
offers strong proofs to unprejudiced 
minds that they saw and heard what 
they declared in words of truth and 
soberness, and by which they were 
willing to be judged at the last great 
day.—Ogden Junction, 


A WOMAN’S 


TESTIMONY. 


— ä 


I have long felt it my duty to bear 
a testimony with the rest of my sisters, 
and to publish a written article in de- 
fence of the principles in which we 
believe, in which we have lived, and 
which we continually advocate by faith 
and practice. 

I have been a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
for over thirty-six years; have passed 
through many trials and persecutions 
with this people; have been driven 
from and robbed of my home from 
time to time, together with my breth- 
ren and sisters, and have had my house 
plundered by a wicked mob. 

My husband has been shot at before 
my eyes, when he was carrying a flag 
of truce and conducting two of the 
enemy's men into their camp. At one 
time in the State of Missouri, three or 
four of a mob came into my house, 
armed with swords, pistols and bowie- 
knives, and demanded to know where 
my husband was, and when I refused 
to betray him into their hands they 
threatened to blow out my brains, but 
finding I would not comply, they 
threatened to set fire to the house, but 
were prevented by some unseen influ- 
ence. These and similar trials have 
the Saints had to endure within the 
boundaries of the United States Gov- 
ernment where freedom and liberty 
are the watch-words. But amid all 
the persecutions I have been called to 
pass through, I have ever felt firm in 


the principles of my religion. 


I was compelled to leave my home 
in Far West, Missouri, on the 13th 
of February, when the snow was dee 
and the weather exceedingly cold, an 
I was unable to sit up, having been ill 
for some time from hardship and suf- 
fering ; I journeyed to Quincy in that 
delicate state. 

After heaping upon us and our 
people these gross indignities, then 
the cry is raised that the women of 
Utah are in bondage; that they are 
not free to exercise their own will and 
judgment; that they only submit to 
polygamy through compulsion, and 
they arrogate to themselves the power 
to undertake to release us from ty- 
ranny and despotism. 

To Mr. Christiancy, and all those 
honorable gentlemen who interest 
themselves so unnecessarily in our 
welfare, we would say, we do not 
stand in need of any interference in 
our behalf; we are not held in bond- 
age, we are as free asit is possible for 
us to be while we have rulers sent here 
from other states, who know nothing 
of our wishes, our desires, or our de- 
terminations to serve God. 

The women of the Latter. day Saints 
live in an element far above the trou- 
bles and anxieties of the women of 
the world ; they seek the aid and as- 
sistance of the Holy Spirit, and rely 
upon the arm of the Almighty, trustin 
in His justice, and believing, with al 
their hearts, the promises of celestial 
glory and eternal happiness, revealed 
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to this people through the Prophets, 
if they live in obedience to the require- 
ments of that higher law, the law of 
Celestial Marriage, revealed through 
the Prophet Joseph. 

It is these promised blessings in 
the future, to which we continually 
look forward, that buoy us up under 
circumstances that, viewed from a 
worldly standard, would be wholly 
unendurable. For this we are willing 
to make similar sacrifices to Abraham 
when he would have offered up his 
only son, believing and trusting in 
God that all would be well. 

We rejoice in the principles of plural 
marriage, and would not have it other- 
wise if we could. To us there is a 
nobility of the highest type attainable 
on earth, coming — | the patriar- 
chal order of marriage. I, myself, 
have lived in it for thirty years, and 
I believe I loved my husband traly 
and devotedly, and was married to 
him expecting to be his only wife so 
long as I should live; now he has a 
numerous family, and I love them and 
feel a tenderness for them which is 
strengthened as years pass by. I rejoice 
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in their society, in their welfare and 
happiness; I feel the same pride in 
the children of other wives that I feel 
in my own. It is a sacred and holy 
relationship instituted by God, and 
none but those whose hearts are right 
before Him, and who desire to live 
pure lives, will be able to abide in it. 
The Lord said he would try the heart 
and assuredly His words must be ful- 
filled. It is useless to fight against the 
kingdom of God. 

Women understand the principles 
of their religion, and are as wil- 
ling ‘to die for it as men are. 
Therefore, we pray you, spare your 
(pretended) sympathy extended to us, 
we do not need it. We have some- 
thing far better than anything you can 
offer us. Look to the wives and 
daughters of the nation ; deal honestly 
and honorably by them, and leave us 
the free exercise of our religion, which 
the glorious constitution of our fore- 
fathers so wisely and nobly devised to 


protect all. 
Saray D. Rica, 
Salt Lake City. 


—Woman's Exponent. 


THE WOMAN TEMPTING. 


— — 


How evident it is that we are all 
descended from Adam! We do not 
need the subtleties of ethnologists 
nor the dogmas of doctrinaires to 
make the thing certain. A father’s 
face is repeated in his child, his 
3 are, his habits of thought, 

is tricks of speech; it is unneces- 
sary for an angel to descend with the 
living coal in hand to lay upon some 
prophet’s lips that he may declare the 
parentage; it is unnecessary for a 
philosopher to make deductions and 
draw parallels and confute impossi- 
bilities to the same end; the thing is 
manifest ; they are coins struck in one 
die. And certainly we hardly need 
anything more especial to demonstrate 
our descent from the man who hid 
himself behind a scantier fig leaf than 
the fig-tree bears, when he declared in 
the face of his accuser, ‘‘ The woman 
gave me and I did eat,” for it is the 
first excuse that rises to the lips of 


most of Adam’s sons to-day. Moses, 
if he had not had greater messages to 
bear, would have needed, for that one 
masterful stroke in masculine delinea- 
tion no farther inspiration than that 

iven by his own observation and 

is acquired knowledge of human 
nature, which taught fim that the 
not unusual man will never fail to 
shelter himself behind the object that 
there is, for shame’s sake, tacit com- 
pact to leave unstruck, and belongs to 
some corps like that old army which 
went into battle with its children and 
its gods in front, on which no gallant 
enemy liked to open fight. 

The Spanish King who alwa 
when any trouble arose, asked, ‘‘Who 
is she ? originated nothing; be onl 
followed in his forefather’s steps. 0 
held that it was impossible a man 
should make a fool of himself unless 
there were a woman in the case, and 


he advised all men in all difficulties to 
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t behind that screen. And others 

o as he did. 

Does a young man lead a dissolute 
life? Vindication is ready for him 
when it is said that he would not lead 
it, if there were not a woman to hold 
out temptation ; he could not lead it 
if there were not the woman to allure. 
Nobody has a word for that woman, 
who could hardly create the youth’s 
demand. Does an old man live days 
of self-indulgence, neglecting home 
and his duties there for gay life and 
wine and cards? The head is shaken 
in pity for the poor fellow whose 
home is made so unattractive by the 
woman presiding there, or so un- 
happy that he is driven from it to those 
baser haunts. Nobody says that his 
home is unattractive, it is his duty to 
make it attractive; that neither law 
nor nature gives him the right to hold 
himself like an Eastern pasha for the 
women to fawn upon, to soothe and 
flatter and delight; that there is a 
mutuality in all things, and if he would 
do a little of the soothing and delight- 
ing himself, he would find his home 

owing more attractive every day, 
instead of less so. Does a man com- 
mit one dishonor and another, barter 
power for gold, sell his fair fame for 
money ? Not a voice is heard declaring 
that the man was tired of honest pov- 
erty, with its labors, needs, struggles, 
tumults ; that he wanted the comfort 
which assurance of wealth gives, 

referred it, and took the risks; that 
o loved his costly wines, his luxurious 
dinners, bis fast horses, his fine man- 
sions, his full bank account. Every- 
body without dissent avows that his 
wife wanted her diamonds and her 
Worth dresses, and to sweep like a 
queen through society. Even when 
the charge is not 8 made in out- 
rageous words, the dark innuendo aup- 
plies its place, and we are given to 
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understand that it is the pettiness, the 
gross appetite, the vanity, of the wo- 
man that is at fault; it is never the 
sin of the man. 

In all this there is a horrible injus- 
tice. It is the lion that writes the 
book, and reads it too. For even were 
it true, which we are disposed utterly 
to deny, it is also true that woman is 
at — only the mirror of man's 
wish, and what she is he has made her. 
If she has pettiness, it is because the 
heavy hand has kept her down so 
closely that largeness is unattainable 
by her. What grossness she has was 
not hers in the beginning; it has 
grown by ministering to the grossness 
of those who could enforce it. If she 
has vanity and love of dress and dis- 
play, not women, but men are respon- 
sible for it—the men who give their 
admiration, their attentions, their 
time, their good report, to the pretty 
and well-dressed women, and let the 
plain and quiet woman, who is not so 
agreeable an object to the eyesight and 
so pleasant a stimulant to the senses 
generally, go to the wall. 

It is, after all, giving too much po- 
tency to so feeble an instrument, to 
claim that if this man makes a fool 
of himself, and that one makes a wreck 
of himself, and the other dishonors his 
name and his life, a woman is at the 
root of it all. My son,” said an old 
Grecian, is the ablest man in the 
State, for he has his mother in sub- 
jection, his mother has me in subjec- 
tion, and I have overcome Miltiades.” . 
The same principle applied here would 
make a woman wield a power which 
none in reality accord her. She is not 
the lord of creation; and if she had 
but her equal place beside that lord 
allowed, we should hear no more of 
this cowardly cry, ‘‘The woman gave 
me, and I did eat.”—Harper’s Bazaar. 


If you have a place of business, be found there when wanted. 


Den’t Desponp.—The most perilous hour of a person’s life is when he is 
tempted to despond. The man who loses his courage loses all; there is no 
more hope of him than of a dead man; but it matters not how poor he may be, 
how much pushed by circumstances, how much deserted by friends, how mach 
lost to the world, if he only keeps his courage, holds up his head, works on 
with his hands, and in his unconquerable will determines to be and to do what 


becomes a man, all will be well. 


It is nothing outside of him that kills ; but 


what is within—that makes or unmakes. 
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THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST. 
BY THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH. 


Vanious and conflicting are the opinions of men in regard to the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. Some people have been in the habit of calling every supernatural 
manifestation the effects of the Spirit of God, whilst there are others that 
think there is no manifestation connected with it at all; and that it is nothing 
but a mere impulse of the mind, or an inward feeling, impression, or secret 
testimony or evidence, which men possess, and that there is no such thing as 
an outward manifestation. 

It is not to be wondered at that men should be ignorant, in a great measure, 
of the principles of salvation, and more especially of the nature, office, po ver, 
influence, gifts, and blessings of the gift of the Holy Ghost, when we consider 
that the human family have been enveloped in gross darkness and ignorance 
for many centuries past, without revelation, or any just criterion to arrive at a 
knowledge of the things of God, which can only be known by the Spirit of 
God. Hence it not unfrequently occurs, that when the Elders of this Church 
preach to the inhabitants of the world, that if they obey the Gospel they shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, that the people expect to see some wonder- 
ful manifestation, some great display of power, or some extraordinary miracle 
performed ; and it is often the case that young members of this Church, for 
want of better information, carry along with them their old notions of things, 
and sometimes fall into egregious errors. We have lately had some informa- 
tion concerning a few members that are in this dilemma, and for their informa- 
tion make a few remarks upon the subject. 

We believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost being enjoyed now, as much as it 
was in the Apostles’ days ; we believe that it is necessary to make and to orga- 
nize the Priesthood, that no man can be called to fill any office in the ministry 
without it ; we also believe in prophecy, in tongues, in visions, and in revela- 
tions, in gifts, and in healings ; and that these things cannot be enjoyed with- 
out the gift of the Holy Ghost ; we believe that holy men of old spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, and that holy men in these days speak by the 
same principle ; we believe in its being a comforter and a witness bearer, ‘‘ that 
it brings things past to our remembrance, leads us into all truth, and shows us 
of things to come; we believe that no man can know that Jesus is the 
Christ, but by the Holy Ghost.” We believe in it in all its fullness, and 
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power, and greatness, and glory ; but whilst we do this, we believe in it ration- 
ally, reasonably, consistently, and scripturally, and not according to the wild 
vagaries, foolish notions, and traditions of men. 

The human family are very apt to run to extremes, especially in religious 
matters, and hence people in general either want some miraculous display, or 
they will not believe in the gift of the Holy Ghost at all. If an Elder lays his 
hands upon a person, it is thought by many that the person must immediately 
rise and speak in tongues and prophesy ; this idea is gathered from the cir- 
cumstance of Paul laying his hands upon certain individuals who had been 
previously (as they stated) baptized unto John’s baptism ; which when he had 
done, they “‘ spake with tongues and prophesied.” Philip also, when he had 
preached the Gospel to the inhabitants of the City of Samaria, sent for Peter 
and John, who, when they came, laid their hands upon them for the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, for as yet he was fallen upon none of them ; and when Simon 
Magus saw that through the laying on of the Apostle’s hands the Holy Ghost was 
given, he offered them money that he might possess the same power. Acts viii. 
These passages are considered by many as affording sufficient evidence for 
some miraculons, visible manifestation, whenever hands are laid on for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 

We believe that the Holy Ghost is imparted by the laying on of hands of 
those in authority, and that the gift of tongues, and also the gift of prophecy, 
are the gifts of the Spirit, and are obtained through that medium ; but then to 
say that men always prophesied and spoke in tongues when they had the im- 
position of hands, would be to state that which is untrue, contrary to the 
practice of the Apostles, and at variance with holy writ; for Paul says, To 
one is given the gift of tongues, to another the gift of prophecy, and to another 
the gift of healing ;” and again, Do all prophesy? do all speak with tongues ? 
do all interpret“ evidently showing that all did not possess these several gifts? 
but that one received one gift, and another received another gift—all did not 
prophesy, all did not speak in tongues, all did not work miracles; but all did 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; sometimes they spake in tongues and 
prophesied in the Apostles’ days, and sometimes they did not. The same is 
the case with us also in our administrations, while more frequently there is no 
manifestation at all, that is visible to the surrounding multitude; this will 
appear plain when we consult the writings of the Apostles, and notice their 
proceedings in relation to this matter. Paul, in 1 Cor. xii, says, Now con- 
eerning spiritual] gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant ;” it is evident 
from this, that some of them were ignorant in relation to these matters, or 
they would not need instruction. 

Again, in the xiv chapter, he says, Follow after charity and desire spiritual 
gifts, but ratber that ye may prophesy.” It is very evident from these Sorip- 
tures that many of them had not spiritual gifts, for if they had spiritual gifts, 
where was the necessity of Paul telling them to follow after them, and it is as 
evident that they did not all receive those gifts by the imposition of hands, 
for they as a Church had been baptized and confirmed by the laying on of 
hands—and yet to a Church of this kind, under the immediate inspection and 
superintendence of the Apostles, it was necessary for Paul to say, follow after 


charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy,” evidently 
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showing that those gifts were in the Church, but not enjoyed by all in their 
outward manifestations. 

But supposing the gifts of the Spirit were immediately, upon the imposition. 
of hands, enjoyed by all, in all their fullness and power ; the sceptic would: 
still be as far from receiving any testimony except upon a mere casualty as 
before, for all the gifts of the Spirit are not visible to the natural vision, or 
understanding of man; indeed very few of them are. We read that Christ 


da gscended into heaven and gave gifts unto men; and he gave some Apostles, 


and some Prophets, and some Evangelists, and some Pastors and Teachers.“ 
Eph. iv. 

The Church is a compact body composed of different members, and is strictly 
analogous to the human system, and Paul, after speaking of the different gifts, 
says, ‘‘ Now ye are the body of Christ, and each one members in particular; 
and God hath set some in the Church, first Apostles, secondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, — 
diversities of tongues. Are all Apostles? Are all Prophets? Are all Teach- 
ers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do all interpret!“ It is evident that they do not; yet 
are they all members of the one body. All members of the natural body are 
not the eye, the ear, the head, or the hand— yet the eye cannot say to the ear, 
I have no need of thee, nor the head to the foot, I have no need of thee ; they 
are all so many component parts in the perfect machine—the one body; and 
if one member suffer, the whole of the members suffer with it; and if one 
member rejoice, all the rest are honored with it. 

These, then, are all gifts; they come from God; they are of God; they are 
all the gifts of the Holy Ghost; they are what Christ ascended into heaven to 
impart ; and yet how few of them could be known by the generality of men. 
Peter and John were Apostles, yet the Jewish court scourged them as im- 
postors. Paul was both an Apostle and Prophet, yet they stoned him and put 
him into prison. The people knew nothing about it, although he had in pos- 
session the gift of the Holy Ghost. Our Savior was “‘ anointed with the oil of 
gladness above his fellows,” yet so far from the people knowing him, they said 
he was Beelzebub, and crucified him as an impostor. Who could point out a 
Pastor, a Teacher, or an Evangelist by their appearance, yet had they the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. 


But to come to the other members of the Church, and examine the dite as 
spoker of by Paul, and we shall find that the world can in general know 
nothing about them, and that there is but one or two that could be immediately 
known, if they were all poured out immediately upon the imposition of hands. 
1 Cor. xii, Paul says, There are diversities of gifts yet the same spirit, and 
there are differences of administrations but the same Lord ; and there are diver- 
sities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the 
manifestations of the Spirit is given unto every man to profit withal. For to 
one is given, by the Spirit, the word of wisdom, to another, the word of know- 
ledge, by the same Spirit ; to another faith, by the same Spirit ; to another the 


gift of healing, by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to 


another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another dwers kinds of 
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tongues ; to another the interpretation of tongues. But all these worketh that 


one and the selfsame spirit, dividing to each man severally as he will.” 

There are several gifts mentioned here, yet which of them all could be 

known by an observer at the imposition of hands? The word of wisdom, and 
the word of kaowledge, are as much gifts as any other, yet if a person pes- 
sessed both of these gifts, or received them by the imposition of hands, who 
would know it? Another might receive the gift of faith, and they would be 
as ignorant of it. Or suppose a man had the gift of healing, or power to work 
miracles, that would not then be known; it would require time and circum- 
stances to call these gifts into operation. Suppose a man had the discerning of 
spirits, who would be the wiser for it? Or if he had the interpretation of 
tongues, unless some one spoke in an unknown tongue, he of course would 
have to be silent; there are only two gifts that could be made visible—the gift 
of tongues and the gift of prophecy. These are things that are the most talked 
about, and yet if a person spoke in an unknown tongue, according to Paul’s 
testimony, he would be a barbarian to those present. They would say that it 
was gibberish ; and if he prophesied they would call it nonsense. The gift of 
tongues is the smallest gift perhaps of the whole, and yet it is one that is the 
most sought after. 
_ So that according to the testimony of Scripture, and the manifestations of 
the Spirit in ancient days, very little could be known about it by the surround- 
ing multitude, except on some extraordinary occasion, as on the day of Pen- 
tecost. | 

The greatest, the best, and the most useful gifts would be known nothing 
about by an observer. It is true that a man might prophesy, which is a great 
gift, and one that Paul told the people—the Church—to seek after and to covet, 
rather than to speak in tongues ; but what does the world know about prophe- 
sying? Paul says that it ‘‘serveth only to those that believe.” But does not 
the Scriptures say that they spake in tongues and prophesied? Yes; but who 
is it that writes these Scriptures? Not the men of the world or mere casual 
observers, but the Apostles—men who knew one gift from another, and of 
course were capable of writing about it ; if we had the testimony of the Scribes. 
and Pharisees concerning the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 
they would have told us that it was no gift, but that the people were drunken 
with new wine,” and we shall finally have to come to the same conclusion that 
Paul did—“ No man knows the things of God but by the Spirit of God,” for 
with the great revelations of Paul when he was caught up into the third heaven 
and saw things that were not lawful to utter, no man was apprised of it until 
he mentioned it himself fourteen years after ; and when John had the curtains 
of heaven withdrawn, and by vision looked through the dark vista of future 
ages, and contemplated events that should transpire throughout every subse- 
quent period of time, until the final winding up scene —while he gazed upon 
the glories of the eternal world, saw an innumerable company of angels and 
heard the voice of God—it was in the Spirit, on the Lord's day, unnoticed and 
unobserved by the world. 


The manifestations of the gift of the Holy Ghost, the ministering of angels, 
or the development of the power, majesty or glory of God were very seldom 
manifested publicly, and that generally to the people of God, as to the Israel- 
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ites ; but most generally when angels have come, or God has revealed Himself, 
it has been to individuals in private, in their chamber, in the wilderness or 
fields, and that generally without noise or tumult. The angel delivered Peter 
out of prison in the dead of night ; came to Paul unobserved by the rest of the 
crew ; appeared to Mary and Elizabeth without the knowledge of others ; spoke 
to John the Baptist whilst the people around were ignorant of it. 

When Elisha saw the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof, it was un- 
known to others. When the Lord appeared to Abraham it was at his tent door ; 
when the angels went to Lot, no person knew them but himself, which was the 
case probably with Abraham ahd his wife; when the Lord appeared to Moses, 
it was in the burning bush, in the tabernacle, or on the mountain top; when 
Elijah was taken in a chariot of fire, it was unobserved by the world ; and when 
he was in the cleft of a rock, there was loud thunder, but the Lord was not in 
the thunder ; there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 
and there was a still small voice, which was the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘‘What 
doest thou here, Elijah?“ 

The Lord cannot always be known by the thunder of His voice, by the dis- 
play of His glory, or by the manifestation of His power; and those that are 
the most anxious to see these things, are the least prepared to meet them, and 
were the Lord to manifest His power as He did to the children of Israel, such 
characters would be the first to say, Let not the Lord speak any more, lest 
we His people die.” 

We would say to the brethren, seek to know Godin your closets, call upon 
Him in the fields. Follow the direction of the Book of Mormon, and pray over, 
and for your families, your cattle, your flocks, your herds, your corn, and all 
things that you possess ; ask the blessing of God upon all your labors, and every 
thing that you engage in. Be virtuous and pure; be men of integrity and 
trutb ; keep the commandments of God, and then you will be able more per- 
fectly to understand the difference between right and wrong—between the things © 
of God and the things of men ; and your path will be like that of the just, 
“which shineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.” 

Be not so curious about tongues, do not speak in tongues except there be an 
interpreter present; the ultimate desigu of tongues is to speak to foreigners, 
and if persons are very anxious to display their intelligence, let them speak to 
such in their own tongues. The gifts of God are all useful in their place, but 
when they are applied to that which God does not intend, they prove an injury, 
a snare, and a curse instead of a blessing, We may at some future time enter 
more fully into this subject, but shall let this suffice for the present. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Henry C. Fowler was released from 
-his labors in the London Conference, and Elder Thomas D. Evans from the 
Welsh Oonference, to return with the June 28th company. 

Elder Stephen L. Richards is released from his labors in the Liverpool Con- 
‘ferenee, and appointed to labor in the Nottingham Conference. 

Elders Ebenezer G. De Fries and John H. Miles are appointed to labor in 
.the London Conference. 

Elder Thomas Judd is appointed to labor in the Birmingham Conference. 


DEPARTURE OF THE Seconp Company.—The Second Company of this year’s 
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emigration left Liverpeol per Guion & Co’s S. S. Idaho, on Wednesday, June 
28th, at 2.30 p.m. The company numbered 628 souls, vis., 398 from Scandina- 
via, 121 from England, and 109 from the Swiss and German Mission. Elder 
N. C. Flygare was appointed to take charge of the company, assisted by Elders. 
G. L. Farrell and J. U. Stucki. The Saints appeared to be in the enjoyment 
of excellent health and spirits, and were well satisfied with the accommodations 
on board. We fervently pray that they may ha ve a safe, pleasant, and prosperous 
journey home, 


Returnine Missionartes. — Twenty missionaries returned with the 
second company, viz: Elders N. C. Flygare, C. Petersen, John Andersen, O. 
J. Gustaveson, A. R. Andersen, S. C. Hansen, R. N. Jeppesen, and John A. 
Brown (clerk in the office at Copenhagen), from Scandinavia. G. L. Farrell, 
W. H. Manghan, V. L. Halliday, E. Snelgrove, J. H. Parry, W. J. Lewis, T. 
D. Evans, T. C. Martell, and H. C. Fowler, from the English Mission; and 
J. U. Stucki, H. Eyring, F. Theurer, and J. J. Walser, from the Swiss and 


German Mission. 


Tuirp Company.—lIt is arranged for the third company to sail on the 13th 


September next. 


Conrgsrence Norice.—The Annual Glasgow Conference will be 
held in the City Hall Saloon, Candleriggs, Glasgow, on Sunday, July 30, 1876. 


Services at 11 a.m., 2, and 6.30 p.m. 


— 


REPORT OF THE NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE, 


HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, NOTTINGHAM, SUNDAY, JUNB 25, 1876. 
— 


Elders from Utah present: Albert 
Carrington, Prest. of the European 
Mission ; George L. Farrell, Prest. of 
the Nottingham Conference; Peter 
Barton, Prest. of, and Wm. C. A. 
Smoot, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield 
Conference; Thomas Callister, Tra- 
veling Elder in the Liverpool Con- 
ference ; Thomas A. Wheeler, Travel- 
ing Elder in the Birmingham Con- 
ference; and Platte D. Lyman, Tho- 
mas Ball, Jabes W. Taylor, and Benj. 
H. Tolman, Traveling Eldersin the 
Nottingham Conference. 

At 10 a.m. the meeting was called to 
order by Prest. Farrell. After singing 
and yer, Sacrament was admini- 


Prest. Farrell then read the financial 
and statistical reports for the six 
months ending June 30, 1876, shewing 
22 Branches, 89 Elders, 25 Priests, 19 
Teachers, 15 Deacons, 527 members ; 
1 excommunicated, 59 baptized, 5 emi- 
grated, and 2 deceased, leaving a total 


of 675. He reported the Conference 
to be in a very presperous condition. 
A great anxiety was manifested b 
many to hear of our principles. He 
exhorted the Elders to be energetic in 
spreading the Gospel, and referred to 
e manifold blessings God has be- 
stowed on those who have embraced 
the Gospel in sincerity and truth. 
Elder Wm. O. A. Smoot spoke on 
the necessity of baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins, and the blessings to be 
obtained through obedience to this, and 
all other ordinauces of the Gospel. 
Elder Jabez W. Taylor treated on 
the fulfillment of prophecy, and the 
restoration to earth of the Holy Priest- 
hood with all its primitive powers. 
Elder Thomas Ball dwelt upon the 
necessity of the Saints living their re- 
ligion in these lands as circumstances 
permitted, otherwise they would not 
be likely to do so in Zion. 
Elder Thos. A. Wheeler shewed that 
the Gospel as taught by the Saints was 
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identical with the Gospel as taught by 
Christ and his Apostles ; and testified 
that, to his certain knowledge, the an- 
“cient Gospel was again restored to 
earth with all ita powers and blessings. 
After singing, the morning meeti 
was dismissed with benediction by El- 
der George Shaw. 


2 p.m. 

After singing and prayer, 

Elder Thomas Callister spoke on the 
impossibility of any man understand- 
ing the things of God but by the Spirit 
of God, and denied the right of any 
man to teach or administer in the Gos- 
pel, who had not been called and. or- 
dained thereunto through God’s ser- 
vants, holding power and authority 
direct from heaven. 

Elder Peter Barton alluded to the 
persecutions endured by the Saints in 
every age of the world, and remarked 
that the Saints had no reason to feel 
discouraged, for that God would sus- 
tain his own, who stood firm to the 
principles of righteousness. 

Prest. G. L. Farrell alluded to the 
fact that the Gospel was offered to man- 
kind now, as in former times, by the 
servants of God traveling and preach- 
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ing without purse and scrip. He re- 
ferred to the saying of. Jesus: If a 
man love me, he will keep my words,” 
and pointed out that the command- 
ments of Jesus meant obedience to the 


| Gospel, viz. faith, repentance, and bap- 


tism, in order to the reception of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Elder P. D. Lyman reviewed the 
rise and progress of the latter-da 
work, and shewed that such a wor 
must come forth to fulfill Scripture 
prophecy. He dwelt upon the gather- 
ing of Israel now commenced, the 
building of Temples for the salvation 
of the living and the dead, and hence 
the necessity of the gathering. Bene- 
diction by Elder Peter Barton. 

After meeting we repaired to the 
baths and baptized 12 persons. 


6 p.m. 
The evening meeting was 2 
by Prest. Carrington, who occupied all 
the time, in a discourse replete with 
good, wholesome, salutary instruc- 
tion. 
Benediction by Elder Peter Barton. 
Jabez W. Tay ox, 
Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH 
From the Deseret News: 


Presipent Youne’s Brratupay.—The following 


NEWS. 


was received last evening 


by Deseret Telegraph—St. George, Jane 1, 1876.— Editor Deseret News :— 


President Young’s birthday has been the occasion of many 


tulations and 


much genuine rejoicing here to-day, with the people of this city, Washi 


and Santa Clara. Early in the morning he was serenaded by the band; sub- 


séquently the St. George choir went to his house and sang choice original and 


other songs and invocations. Still later the 


ple met in fast and prayer 


again, but dry. All is peace in these parts. ‘ 


meeting in great numbers, in the fine new sandstone Tabernacle, when many 
testimonies were offered by the brethren and sisters, and inspiring hymns were 
sung by the choir. Before closing, a number of affectionate addresses, senti- 
ments and invocations were read by Wider J. G. Bleak and sister Susan I. 
Dunford. The President then closed with a most searehing and powerful ex- 
hortation to all the Latter-day Saints. I do not recollect ever hearing him 
speak with greater freedom or more to the point. At 3 p.m. the President 
met with some forty old gentlemen and ladies, veteran citizens of these settle- 
ments and old time members of the Church, at the Snow House, where Elder 
Macdonald’s family and others had previously prepared an excellent collation 
of cake, wine, etc. The band was in attendance, and a hearty feeling 
prevailed throughout. On President Young’s return to his home was met 
at the gate by a number of young misses; dressed in while, who sang a touch- 
ing song, com for the occasion, and suiting the action to the word strewed 
flowers from the gate to the house for him to walk on. The weather is coool - 
A. M. Muss. 
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_ Tae Instructor.” — No. 9 of the Juvenile Instructor is at hand, and is as 
usual full of reading material of the very best description. This periodical 
should be in every household of the Saints. 7 


A Home Propvorion.—We have received the Parting Kiss,” song and 
chorus, words by Mr. Henry Maiben, of Provo, and music by Mr. Joseph J. 
Daynes, of this city, published by Sherman and Hyde, of San Francisco. The 
— is meritorious, both as a poetical effusion and musical composition. 

he song is on sale at the store of Daynes and Son. 


Woman’s Expongnt for June Ist contains, A Testimony,” R. S. Re- 
ports, A4 Husband of the Period,” Ten Years into the Future, Wo- 
man’s Centennial Territorial Fair,” An Age of Gossip,” Home Appropria- 
tion,” Education,“ Education of Girls in Egypt,” The Awkward 
Age.“ This number commences the fifth volume of the Exponent, renderi 
the present an excellent opportunity for subscribing to tbis desirable periodical. 


Inpians Homestsapinc.—The Indians in the vicinity of Malad Valley con- 
tinue progressing in the direction of improvement and civilization. Eleven of 
them have —5 with the U. S. homestead laws, and have taken out home- 
stead papers. The colony, under supervision of interpreter George H. Hill, 
are constructing an extensive canal from which to water their land. They have 
sown a considerable breadth this spring, and the crops look promising. After 
the coming harvest they purpose building houses and forming a regular settle- 
ment. They manifest a peaceful and industrious spirit that is very commen- 
dable and encouraging. 


Garntne Grounp.—Brother Singleton, foreman of the Provo Co-operative 
Tailoring Establishment, who has been in the city for the purpose of taking 
steps towards opening an agency for the goods of the concern here, has also 
visited Ogden, and returns to Provo with quite a list of orders for suits of 
Provo cloth, which are growing in general favor. A market for the ready-made 
clothing of this establishment has been opened in Colorado, and gives excellent 
satisfaction there, in point of price and quality. It looks as if Utah goods 
to some, have to be exported to be appreciated. 


An Excetient Entrerpriss.—The good people of West Jordan Ward have 
inangurated a very commendable enterprise, in the shape of a co-operative 
woolen factory, for the manufacture of woolen textiles, that the beauty of 
their garments may be the workmanship of their own hands.” The enterprise 
was commenced in the beginning of last April and, wre de the indomitable 
perseverance of Bishop A. Gardner, the building, which is 30 feet by 60 feet, 
and one and a half stories high, is already completed, and the last of the 
machinery was received to-day. The mill has an excellent location, with plenty 
of water-power, which is already on the new turbine wheel. The running of 
the mill will be in charge of brother May, who has had a good deal of experi- 
ence in the manufacture of cloth. It is expected that the mill will have suffi- 
-cient capacity to work up 25,000 pounds of wool a year. West Jordan is blessed 
with several of the most extensive wool-growers in the Territory, such as the 
Bennion Brothers, who are interested in the new enterprise, so that the matter 
of the necessary amount of raw material is an easy one, and the growers think 
they can more profitably have their wool worked up into cloth, etc., at home, 
than dispose of it in other ways. The amount invested in the concern, in 
building, machinery, etc., is about $8,000. It is probable that it will be turn- 
ing out cloth, and other goods, inside of a month from now. 


ARRIVAL OF ImmigRaNTs.—The company of immigrating Saints, numbering 
one hundred and thirty souls, who left Liverpool on the 24th ult., arrived in 
New York on Monday, and resumed their westward journey yesterday. Elders 
J. Woodhouse, John Hopkins, Edward Hanham, Wi Nelson and Robert 
Hogg, who have been laboring in the European Mission, are traveling with this 
company. The company may be expected in this city on or about June 14th, 
possibly June 13th. 


